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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the usage of the specific name 
of Cryptotermes diulleyi Banks, 1918 for an important economic termite pest species 
widely distributed by man. The senior specific name, Calotermes {Cryptotermes) 
jacobsoni Holmgren, 1913, has not been used since 1934 while the junior name has 
been universally used in an extensive biological, systematic and pest control literature . 
since at least 1949. It is proposed that the specific name Cryptotermes dndleyi be given 
precedence over Calotermes jacobsoni. 
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1. Holmgren (1913a, p. 48) described the species Calotermes {Cryptotermes) 
jacobsoni from Java in a general study of termites from the Oriental region: the 
date of publication of 23 May is given on p. 276 of the paper. The following 
month, on 30 June, Holmgren (1913b, p. 14) repeated the description and referred 
to it as a new species, even though the name had been made available in his earlier 
article. 

2. Banks (1918, p. 660, pi. 51, fig. 3) described and illustrated the kalotennitid 
species Cryptotermes dndleyi in a faunal revision of the termites of Panama and 
British Guiana. 

3. From 1918 through 1934 the specific names C. jacobsoni and C dndlyei were 
both in use. In 1934 Kemner (p. 49) made the last mention of C. jacobsoni as a valid 
species in a study of termites from Java and Celebes. 

4. Snyder (1949, p. 41), in a general catalog and classification of the termites of the 
world, recognized that the species proposed by Banks (1918) and Holmgren 
(1913a, b) were conspecific, along with a few more junior species which had been 
established by other authors. Snyder brought the names together for the first time 
but, without explanation, chose the junior name, C. dndleyi, as the valid name for the 
species; the reason may have been the growing usage of this name in the termite 
literature in comparison with C. jacobsoni. 
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5. Since the recognition of the synonymy in 1949, all subsequent authors have 
followed Snyder's precedence and used the name C. dudleyi for this important and 
widely distributed economic pest species. All modern catalogs and revisions of the 
genus have either listed C jacobsoui as a junior synonym of C. dudleyi despite its 
precedence (e.g., Araujo, 1977, pp. 13-14; Constantino, 1998, pp. 143-144) or 
overlooked the senior name altogether (e.g., Chhotani, 1970; Bacchus, 1987; Watson, 
Miller & Abbey, 1998). The name C dudleyi has been widely used during the past 53 
years in the literature of economic entomology, termite systematics and biology, and 
pest control (e.g., Harris, 1961; Krishna, 1961; Snyder & Francia, 1962; Gay, 1969; 
Araujo, 1970; Bess, 1970; Roonwal, 1970; Bose, 1984; Huang, Li & Zhu, 1989; 
Roonwal & Chhotani, 1989). 

6. To use the name C. jacobso}ii in place of its junior synonym C. dudleyi would 
bring about a change in a widely used name for a regularly encountered economic 
pest. The resurrection of the long forgotten name C. jacobsoui would unnecessarily 
create confusion and loss of continuity in a growing economic and agricultural 
literature and would promote nomenclatural instability. Presently preparing a new 
catalog and classification of the world’s termites, we propose that the name C. dudleyi 
should be given precedence over C. jacobsoui, although the latter name would remain 
available for any isopterist who may in the future consider the two to represent 
separate species. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to give the name dudleyi Banks, 1918, as published in 
the binomen Cryptotermes dudleyi, precedence over the name jacobsoui 
Holmgren, 1913, as published in the binomen Calotermes {Cryptotermes) 
jacobsoui, whenever the two are considered to be synonyms; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 
(a) dudleyi Banks, 1918, as published in the binomen Cryptotermes dudleyi, 

with the endorsement that it is to be given precedence over the name 
jacobsoui Holmgren, 1913, as published in the binomen Calotermes 
(Cryptotermes) jacobsoui, whenever the two are considered to be synonyms; 
(h) jacobsoui Holmgren, 1913, as published in the binomen Calotermes 
(Cryptotermes) jacobsoui, with the endorsement that it is not to be given 
priority over the name dudleyi Banks, 1918, as published in the binomen 
Cryptotermes dudleyi, whenever the two are considered to be synonyms. 

Acknowledgements 

We are grateful to Valerie Krishna, Charles D. Michener and Molly G. Rightmyer 
for comments on the petition. This work is supported by a National Science 
Foundation grant to catalog the termites of the world (NSF DEB-9870097 to 
K. Krishna and D. Grimaldi). 

References 

Araujo, R.L. 1970. Temiites of the Neotropical region. Pp. 527-576 in Krishna, K. & Weesner, 
F.M. (Eds.), Biology of termites, vol. 2. Academic Press, New York. 

Araujo, R.L. 1977. Catalogo dos Isoptera do Novo Mimdo. 92 pp. Academia Brasileira de 
Ciencias, Rio de Janeiro. 


92 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 59(2) June 2002 


Bacchus, S. 1987. A taxonomic and biometric study of the genus Cryptotermes (Isoptera: 
Kalotermitidae). Tropical Pest Bulletin, 7: 1-91. 

Banks, N. 1918. The termites of Panama and British Guiana. Bulletin of the American Museum 
of Natural History, 38(17): 659-667. 

Bess, H.A. 1970. Termites of Hawaii and the Oceanic Islands. Pp. 449-476 in Krishna, 
K. & Weesner, F.M. (Eds.), Biology of termites, vol. 2. Academic Press, New York. 

Bose, G. 1984. Termite fauna of southern India. Records of the Zoological Survey of India, 
Occasional Paper, 49: 1-270. 

Chhotani, O.B. 1970. Taxonomy, zoogeography and phylogeny of the genus Cryptotermes 
(Isoptera: Kalotermitidae) from the Oriental region. Memoirs of the Zoological Survey of 
India, 15(1): 1-8 L 

Constantino, R. 1998. Catalog of the living termites of the New World (Insecta: Isoptera). 
Arqnivos de Zoologia, Sdo Paulo, 35(2): 135-231. 

Gay, F.J. 1969. Species introduced by man. Pp. 459^94 in Krishna, K. & Weesner, F.M. 
(Eds.), Biology of termites, vol. 1. Academic Press, New York. 

Harris, W.V. 1961. Termites: their recognition and control, xii, 187 pp. Longmans, Green, 
London. 

Holmgren, N. 1913a (23 May 1913). Termitenstudien. 4. Versuch einer systematischen 
Monographie der Termiten der orientalischen Region. Kiingliga Svenska Vetenskaps- 
Akadetniens Handlingar, (2)50(2): 1-276. 

Holmgren, N. 1913b (30 June 1913). Termiten aus Java uiid Sumatra, gesammelt von Edward 
Jacobson. Tijdschrift voor Entomologie, 56: 13-28. 

Huang, F.-S., Li, G.-X. & Zhu, S.-M. 1989. The taxonomy and bio lop' of Chinese termites- 
Isoptera, 2, 2, 605 pp. Tianze Press, Guangzhou. [In Chinese, with English title]. 

Kemner, N.A. 1934. Systematische und biologische Studien iiber die Termiten Javas und 
Celebes’. Kiingliga Svenska Vetenskapsakademiens Handlingar, (3)13(4): 1-241. 

Krishna, K. 1961. A generic revision and phylogenetic study of the family Kalotermitidae 
(Isoptera). Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, 122(4): 303-408. 

Roonwal, M.L. 1970. Termites of the Oriental region. Pp. 315-391 in Krishna, K. & Weesner, 
F.M. (Eds.), Biology of termites, vol. 2. Academic Press, New York. 

Roonwal, M.L. & Chhotani, O.B. 1989. Fauna of India and adjacent countries, Isoptera 
(Termites), vol. 1. [8], viii, 672 pp. Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

Snyder, T.E. 1949. Catalog of the termites (Isoptera) of the world. Smithsonian Miscellaneous 
Collections, 112(3953): 1-^90. 

Snyder, T.E. &, Francia, F.C. 1962. A summary of Philippine termites with supplementary 
biological notes. Philippine Journal of Science, 89(1): 63-77. 

Watson, J.A.L., Miller, L.R. & Abbey, H.M. 1998. Isoptera. Pp. 163-250 in Houston, W.W.K. 
& Wells, A. (Eds.), Zoological Catalogue of Australia, vol. 23 (Archaeognatha, 
Zygentoma, Blattodea, Isoptera, Mantodea, Dermaptera, Phasmatodea, Embioptera, 
Zoraptera). xiii, 464 pp. CSIRO Publishing, Melbourne. 


Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they 
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., do The Natural History Museum, 
Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhni.ac.uk). 


